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RESEMBLANCES AND DIFFERENCES AMONG 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. 1 

The American colleges and universities 
seem to the public and to their own con- 
stituencies to be very different ; but ' as a 
matter of fact they are much alike, and 
what is more, they exhibit in a striking 
degree the same tendencies. In durable 
institutions tendency is quite as important 
as actual condition. It is my purpose in 
this lecture, first, to point out the funda- 
mental similarities among the higher insti- 
tutions of learning in the United States, 
and then to indicate briefly the nature, and 
probable outcome of the differences they 
exhibit. (I ought to premise, however, 
that my remarks will have no application 
to the group of American institutions 
which derive from the Roman Church their 
form of government, their discipline and 
their program of studies. This firmly es- 
tablished group of colleges, which are 
chiefly under the control of the Society of 
Jesus, breathe the American atmosphere, 
and are not wholly inaccessible to the spirit 
of modern science; but being essentially 
ecclesiastical in structure and methods, 
they bear little resemblance to the ordinary 

1 An address given by President Eliot, of Har- 
vard University, at Yale University, on Novem- 
ber 15. Last year a graduate of Harvard Uni- 
versity gave anonymously to Yale University a 
fund of $10,000, the income of which is to be 
devoted to the promotion of friendly relations 
between the two universities. The Yale author- 
ities decided to appropriate .the income for a 
series of lectures from representatives of Harvard 
University. President Eliot's address was the 
first of that series. 
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cially since another diagram of the same thing 
(Fig. 99), occurring in a later chapter, is cor- 
rect — and it is made more so by a ' later note 
by author,' in which Wundt, whose attention 
had apparently been called to the discrepancy, 
while not recognizing the perversion of the 
figure and text, endeavors to slur over the 
contradiction in a straddling manner that has 
a curiously characteristic sound. There are 
a number of other errors in neurological de- 
tails, though not by any means a large num- 
ber. Wundt would of course not be the 
author to whom one would resort for a knowl- 
edge of nervous anatomy and physiology, with 
which the present instalment of the transla- 
tion is concerned. The value of this portion 
of the work lies in the author's broad, if some- 
what speculative, views on the general prin- 
ciples of the structure and functions of the 
nervous system. 

The translator has thoughtfully provided a 
special index for this volume. 

E. S. Woodworth. 

Colxtmbia University. 
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SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES. 

THE CONVOCATION WEEK MEETINGS OF SCIENTIFIC 
SOCIETIES. 

There will meet at New Orleans: 

The American Association for the Advancement 

of Stirrer —The week beginning on December 28. 
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Statistics, Washington, D. C. 



